Duluth Woman Tells Story

Chicago Tribune

Sunday 21 April 1912

... Miss Constance Willard of Duluth, Minn., who left the Titanic twenty minutes before the
vessel sank, arrived in Chicago during the day over the Lake Shore limited.

"One subject talked of after we were on board the Carpathia,” she said, "was the fact the
Titanic had no searchlight. The crew said that it had been the intention of the owners to equip
the vessel with a searchlight after the arrival in New York,

... "When | reached the deck after the collision the crew were getting the boats ready to lower,
and many of the women were running about looking for their husbands and children. The
women were being placed in the boats, and two men took hold of me and almost pushed me
into a boat. | did not appreciate the danger and | struggled until they released me.

"Do not waste time; let her go if she will not get in," an officer said. | hurried back to my cabin
again and went from cabin to cabin looking for my friends, but could not find them. A little
English girl about 15 years old ran up to me and threw her arms about me.

Hurries Aboard a Boat

"0, I am all alone,"” she sobbed, "won't you let me go with you?' | then began to realize the real
danger and saw that all but two of the boats had been lowered. Some men called to us and we
hurried to where they were loading a boat. All the women had been provided with life belts. As
the men lifted us into the boat they smiled at us and told us to be brave. The night was cold
and the men who were standing about, especially the steerage passengers, looked chilled, but
the men who were helping the women into the boats seemed different. Even while they smiled
at us great beads of perspiration stood out on their foreheads.

"I never will forget an incident that occurred just as we were about to be lowered into the water.
| had just been lifted into the boat and was still standing, when a foreigner rushed up to the
side of the vessel and holding out a bundle in his arms cried with tears running down his face:

Begs Her to Take Child

"0, please, kind lady, won't you save my little girl, my baby. For myself it is no difference, but
please, please take the little one."' Of course, | took the child. Most women were compelled to
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stand in the boats because they all wore the life-belts, which made it almost impossible to sit
down.

... "In our boat there were seven men, about twenty women, and several children. The night
was dark. Twenty minutes after leaving the Titanic we heard an explosion and the vessel
appeared to split in two and sank. Then a foreign woman in our boat began singing a hymn,
and we all joined, although few knew the words. All around us we heard crying and sobbing for
perhaps three minutes.
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Miss Willard Tells Of Wreck

Hibbing Daily Tribune

Tuesday 23 April 1912
Girl Well Known Here, Who was on the Titanic has reached St. Paul.

St. Paul, Minn. - April 23 - Miss Constance, the 20-year-old daughter of David Willard, formerly
of Duluth, has arrived at the home of her sister, Mrs. Hope McCall, on South Avon street, after
the most trying week of her life, since a week ago Sunday night, when the Titanic struck.
Except for a little fatigue Miss Willard is entirely well and was able to give a full account of her
experience.

Miss Willard said there was no searchlight aboard the Titanic. She overheard a man ask an
officer about this lack, the first day out. The officer, whose name she did not know told the man
it was intended to have the searchlight installed in New York.

Miss Willard was without any relatives or near friends on the boat, the Carter family, with whom
she was travelling, being new acquaintances who had promised her aunt in England to look
out for her on the trip over. Her first real breakdown or feeling in any way akin to fear did not
come, she said, until after she was aboard the Carpathia.
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Constance Willard : Tells of Wreck of the Titanic

Unidentified Newspaper

1912

Miss Constance Willard Relates Incidents of the Tragedy and Describes Her Feelings.
MEN PERISHED WITHOUT SINGLE TRACE OF FEAR
Stood on Decks as Leviathan Staggered to Its Grave and Met Fate Like Heroes.

Miss Constance Willard, 1230 East Eighth street, one of the survivors of the ill-fated Titanic,
arrived in Duluth at 7 o’clock last evening from Minneapolis, where she has been visiting
friends for the past week. Miss Willard gives an interesting account of the wreck of the monster
ship and blames its fate to the attempt to make a record-breaking voyage across the Atlantic.

“The wreck appears to me as if it had occurred ages ago,” said Miss Willard to a News
Tribune reporter last evening. “The after effects have created a certain nervousness which |
feel whenever | board any kind of a vehicle, as if | was expecting something to happen. Still, |
feel a sort of an apathy. | have a kind of a ‘don’t care what happens’ feeling.

Was Not Alarmed

“When the first shock of the collision with the iceberg took place | paid no attention to it. | did
not feel afraid that anything serious had happened. | was in bed and was trying to go to sleep.
Then | heard people walking in the corridors. Soon the crowd seemed to surging back and
forth, but it was not until a considerable time after the boat had struck that | opened the door to
inquire what was the matter and then | did not get a satisfactory answer.

“I rang the steward’s bell and not receiving any answer became angry so | just kept on

ringing. Finally one of the stewardesses answered and she told me to dress, that the boat was
in serious danger. Even then | did not get up in a hurry, but when | finally did I looked in the
mirror and it was then | recalled the fate prophesied for me by a fortune-teller when | was 12
years old — that | would die on a trip when 21 on a trip to Europe.

Didn’t Propose to Die

“I felt a determination not to die, and hurriedly dressed, taking a number of trinkets, jewelry,
money, my overcoat and furs. When | got on deck all appeared to be confusion. They were
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loading the boats with women. | got to one of them and they insisted on lifting me into it, but |
objected. Later when | tried to get into one they were not so anxious to put me in. I finally did
get into the fourth from the last to leave the ship.

“There were only 15 people in the boat | was in and of these there was only one other first-
class passenger. The others were 5 sailors and the balance steerage passengers.

“I shall never forget the sinking of the Titanic. We had not gone off the boat 20 minutes before
she went under. The ship was lighted until it disappeared under the waves. Shortly after it sank
the cries of those in the water rent the air. Then all was still for a few seconds and again the
cries, only fainter.

Men Were Heroic

“The heroism of those men who stood back on the ship was noble. Most of the faces showed
not a trace of fear, the only ones who quailed at all being the third class passengers, and when
the officers put up their hands and motioned for the women and children first they stood back
without a murmur.

“The night was bitterly cold. The sky was clear and all around us the stars shone in their
brightness. During the night, while waiting for the Carpathia, | thought of almost every incident
of my childhood, each detail seemed to come vividly before me.

“The treatment accorded us on board the Carpathia, and after our arrival in New York, was
considerate in the extreme. It seemed as if the people could not do enough for us.

Miss Willard was a guest last evening at the home of Mrs. M. L. Parker, 3009 Minnesota
avenue. She is confined to the house recovering from a serious sprain of the left arm sustained
by a fall yesterday morning when on her way to the train from Minneapolis.
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